
Overview

V-Ray is the primary supported renderer for the Department of Architecture. A one-year educational license is $103 and is 
only available for purchase online. We support the Rhinoceros version with a digital license key. If you encounter technical 
problems or delays with this process, as a paying customer, you should contact the vendors directly for assistance.

Purchasing

1. To buy V-Ray, visit the Novedge website at this link:
https://novedge.com/products/2718?ITS=MWV

Make sure the options Digital and Educational are selected and click “Add to Cart.” (You do NOT need or want a USB 
dongle.) Purchase the program and make note of any instructions you receive.

2. Once you purchase V-Ray, you should receive a confirmation email requesting Proof of Academic Status. Reply to the 
email with a photo or scan of your student ID. Make sure to include the order number in the subject of the reply.
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3. You should shortly receive another email with the subject “Educational Status Verified” and your order will continue to be 
processed. 

4. Next, you will receive an email asking for the type of license you want. Reply to this email with the statement:

“I want an online license!”
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5. You will now receive an email from Chaos Group (makers of V-Ray) with the subject “V-Ray 3 Academic Student for Rhino 
- 1 year.” 

Click on Activation Link (circled in the image at left) and set up your Chaos Group account with a username and password.

Installing VRay

6. Once you have verified your new account, visit the Downloads page (you may have to log in again):
https://download.chaosgroup.com/?product=47&platform=51

(The link above should take you directly to the correct options, but make certain you are downloading V-Ray for Rhino.)

Download V-Ray 3.40.03 EDU (circled in red below).
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7. Run the installer (if you cannot find it, it is probably in your Downloads folder) with the default options. When prompted 
(see image below) enter your Chaos Group username and password again to activate the software.

8. Once V-Ray is installed, open Rhinoceros 64-bit (V-Ray only works with 64-bit Rhino.) The first time you run Rhino after 
installing V-Ray, you should see a dialog box that says something about initializing plug-ins.

To start V-Ray, go to the Render option at the top menu bar, then go to Current Renderer and choose V-Ray for Rhino.
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Checking out your digital license

9. If you are online, your V-Ray license should automatically activate. However, because you may not always have access 
to the internet, we recommend checking out your digital license key. This will allow you to work offline for up to two weeks. 

After two weeks, your license will expire and you will need to renew it. You can set up V-Ray so it automatically checks out 
your license before your two weeks are expired, so long as you are connected to the internet. (We will set it up this way in 
these instructions.)

10. In Rhino, start by going to the V-Ray option in the top menu bar (this appears when you make V-Ray your Current 
Renderer). Go to Help, License, then License Server.

11. Your browser will open to the page below. Click Online Licensing, then the blue link (circled) Use licenses offline.
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12. Run the license wizard. At step 2, enter 1 for Number of Machines, Rhino 3.0. Then click Preview.

13. On the Step 3 page, you should see three licenses ready for check-out (V-Ray and two required components). Turn on 
the option for Auto-Renew Licences (circled in the image below). Then click Borrow.
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14. If the borrowing is successful, you should see a summary page. You can close your browser and use V-Ray / Rhino now.

If you want to force your licenses to renew for two weeks (which you might do if you know you will not have internet access 
when they expire), go back to the license server -- from Rhino, go to V-Ray, Help, License, License Server.

Click Online Licensing, then Release. Repeat steps 11-14 above. This will also work if your licenses do not auto-renew.


